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commencement of which was postponed
thirty minutes; and though different masters
were often invited to lead these, the conduct of
them was more often in the hands of the boys
themselves. Here was a chance for the in-
fluential boys to keep lifting up before the
others their own fine insistence on manliness
and honor and the sort of religious loyalty
which was linked directly up to the duties of
every day; and John Meigs was always swift
to reinforce this opportunity by his advice
and counsel to the boys concerned. But in
the main, of course, the sort of leadership to
which he inspired the picked boys could not
be traced in definite times and places. It
concerned rather the spirit and ideals of work
and conduct which they themselves were led
to believe in, and which through them would
pervade the public sentiment of the school.

His own genuineness, and his keen sense
of the ridiculous, kept him from ever falling
into the danger of encouraging the kind of
exclamatory pretense which sometimes passes
for religion. He himself was never profane
in so much as a syllable, but there is a story
of how he listened once, with peals of laugh-
ter, to one of the best-loved masters, who was
a great wag, describing, to the confusion of
a second master, the indignation of this
second one over a boy named James whomTheyl exaltation into concrete
